
 

SAVILE CLUB SNOW LEOPARD SNUFF BOX COMMISSION 

IN MEMORY OF JOHN TURTLE 

The Snuff Box will be made from a dark hardwood with a silver lid depicting a Snow Leopard's 
Head. The solid wooden base will have three cavities containing three individual silver containers 
for snuff. These containers can be removed for use and have sprung, air tight lids. 
 
Approximate overall dimensions: 20 x 20 x 20cm   Materials: Silver, gilt, mahogany 

 

When approached to design this commission, I looked into past members of the Savile Club and 
discovered that Rudyard Kipling had been a member. As my work is usually inspired by birds and 
beasts, I started to think about the main characters of The Jungle Book. Whilst looking closer at the 
feline characters I decided to not be quite so literal and was drawn to the imagery of the Snow 
Leopard. 

Once this was agreed with the Savile, I sketched and started to make a mock up in card before 
venturing into sheet silver. The Snow leopard is made using an ancient technique called Chasing 
and Repousse, where sheet metal is pushed, fashioned and formed by hammering it with small steel 
tools, whilst it is held fast in a bowl full of pine pitch. Once the details and forms of the leopard are 
made, I then gently hammer and fold the sheet into a three dimensional form. 

The individual snuff boxes needed to be airtight, so have hidden sprung lids which keep them 
firmly shut when not in use. As three different types of snuff are used, they boxes needed to have 
unique imagery depicted on the lids. I chose botanical drawings of the various stages of the 
Tobacco plant as my inspiration. 

There are three engraved plaques on the outside of the main box - inscriptions as below: 

Savile Club  
  1868-2018  
Sodalitas Convivium  
 
 
In memory of John Turtle  
          
  1937-2016  
 
Honorary Keeper of the Snuff 
 
 
Snuff for One 
          ~  
Snuff for All 
 
 
This has been a dream commission- the perfect combination of allowing research into the 

subject, drawing, pushing my silversmithing skills and learning new ones (for the sprung 

airtight boxes). Thank you so much! 

 


